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More than 15 lakh employment opportunities 
to be generated

Rs. 1,00,000 crores of export earnings (from 
Rs. 46,589 crores in 2018-19 I

9% contribution to the Agriculture GVA (from 
7.28% in 2018-19

I
Iw

22 million metric tons of fish production (from
13.75 in 2018-19

Dr. Niranjan Sa rang 
Prof. Kashti Prerna Deorao
India is blessed with abundant 
land diverse fisheries resources 
which include freshwater, 
marine-water and brackish-water 
fisheries resources. Our country 
has a long coastal line of 8129 
kms extending from Gujarat to 
West Bengal. We are blessed 
with 0.5 million square km of 
continental shelf and 2.02 million 
square km of Exclusive Eco­
nomic Zone (EEZ). In inland 
resources, India has total rivers 
length of 29000 kms including 14 
major rivers, 44 medium rivers 
and uncountable number of small 
rivers. Ganga and Brahmaputra 
river basins are some of the most 
suitable sites for freshwater 
aquaculture which cover almost 
half of the farming area. 
Estuaries system is main source 
for brackish water aquaculture 
which cover an area of 0.29 
million ha. Both natural and 
manmade reservoirs are ready 
source of both capture and 
culture fisheries which cover total 
area of 3.15 million ha. The total

yy -
Matysa Sampacla Yojana: 
Transforming Fisheries 
Targets set for 2024-25 
For a Sustainable
Blue Revolution

i 9........”

C \ ’ *

India is home to more than 
10% of global fish diversity. High 
diversity of fishes includes 
marine species, warm water 
species, brackish water species 
and coldwater species. Indian 
fisheries not only fulfil the 
domestic market demand but 
also considerably contribute in 
export earnings. Fisheries sector 
assures nutritional security and 
also becomes cheap source of 
animal protein. India holds 
second position in the world with 
total fish production of 14.16 
million metric ton (mmt), the 
marine sector contributes 3.72 
mmt and inland sector contribute 
10 43 mmt. (2019-20). The total 
export has reached worth Rs. 
46662.85 crores. Due to this 
huge production, consumption 
and export, fisheries sector has 
become an important part of 
Indian economy. Percentage

Continued on page 37

EN QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Readers’ views elicited on important issues 
Last date for entry submission: 28/09/2022
FREE SUBSCRIPTION FOR WINNERS
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area of ponds and tanks for 
aquaculture is estimated to be 12 
million ha for brackish water 
aquaculture and more than 2.85 
million ha for freshwater 
aquaculture.
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